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Introduction: Social AcceptanceIntroduction: Social Acceptance

• High general support, but (local) resistance to projects

– Local resistance, vivid debates, media-effective actions

– Organised opponents, websites, fundamentalists

• Social acceptance: powerful barrier for policy goals

– Wind energy has different impacts e.g. on landscape 

than other technologies, e.g.

• Due to small scale projects many siting decisions necessary

• Moving elements in landscape

– Social acceptance long time experiences in energy 
sector (Hydro, Nuclear, Transmission lines, Wind farms)

���� Best practices already exists!



ENCO Energie-Consulting AG 308.10.2010

Opponents: Opponents: ““Efficacy and EconomyEfficacy and Economy””
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Opponents: Opponents: ““Crowded landscapesCrowded landscapes””
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Wind turbines near dwellingsWind turbines near dwellings
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Health and annoyanceHealth and annoyance
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Birds & batsBirds & bats
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The oppositionThe opposition
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Wind energy!Wind energy!
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IEA Wind Task 28IEA Wind Task 28

• International working group

– Exchange, collection of knowledge, discussion, 
dissemination ⇒ accelerate exploitation of full wind 

energy potential

– Embedded into IEA Implementing Agreement for Co-
operation in R&D of Wind Energy systems

– Participating countries from Europe (7), North America 
(2) & Asia (Japan)

– Experts from various disciplines (planners, engineers, 
sociologist, psychologists, environmental scientists…)

⇒⇒⇒⇒ cross-country & interdisciplinary approach
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IEA Wind Task 28IEA Wind Task 28

• Participating countries Working group members

– Lene Nielsen (DK)

– Gundula Hübner (DE)

– Jan Zöllner (DE)

– Martin McCarthy (IE)

– Yasushi Maruyama (JP)

– Jøran Solli (NO)

– Michiel Dorresteijn (NL)

– Markus Geissmann (CH)

– Larry Flowers (US)

– Eric Lantz (US)

Excuses

– Maya Jegen (CA)

– Andrea Meyer, Petra Schweizer-Ries (DE)

– Albert Jansen (NL)

– Olli Laitinen (FI)

– Robert Horbaty + Stefanie Huber (OA)
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Background and goalsBackground and goals

Good Practice

→ Good-Practice Report

→ Established Network

→ Actual online library

Dissemination

→ International Seminar

→ Publications

→ Dialogue

• Outcomes

– Establishment of international forum

– Translation of research results of social scientists in 
language of planners and engineers

– Reports (State-of-the-Art, Good Practice)

– Tools, Guidelines, Seminars, Publications…

State-of-the-Art

→ State-of-the-Art Report

→ Networking

→ Creation online library
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StakeholdersStakeholders

• Complex framework

Local 

Administration / 

authorities

Indigenous 

residents

Visitors / tourists

" Neo-rurals"

Local landowners

Community
acceptance

National 

administration

State / regional 

administration

Institutional
acceptance

Utilities

Grid owners / 

operators

Developers

Financial 

institutions

Market 
acceptance

General opinion

National NGO`s

Opinion makers

Policy makers

Educators

Local NGO`s

Media

General 
acceptance

Experts
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The issueThe issuess of Social Acceptanceof Social Acceptance

Policy & strategies
• Incentive programs

• Spatial planning 
• Siting Policy → local 

acceptance

Well-being
• Standard of living

• Quality of Live

• Health, lights, noise & shadow

flicker

• Valuation of ecosystems

Distributional justice
• Ownership models

• Regional welfare

• Creation of win-win-situations

Procedural justice
• Procedural design

• Communication strategies, 

public consultation

• Cultural relationships / 

local context

Implementation strategies
• Visualisation

• Social marketing

• Checklists / guidelines

• Practical application of scientific results

• Dynamic of regional identity
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2. Progress toward goals2. Progress toward goals

www.socialacceptance.ch

Web database:

– about 160 entries (around 80 of 

them available to public) 

from over 16 countries
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2. Progress toward goals2. Progress toward goals

• State-of-the-Art Report:

– The State-of-the-Art Report collects today’s knowledge on Social 
Acceptance of wind energy and is the basis for further work on 
Good Practice and Dissemination. 

• Based on good practices we make recommendations

– Structure for each Issue:
- Description of issue 
- Recommendation
- Justification
- Examples

– Website

– Disseminations

– Country specific expert meetings

– Side events at conferences

– Publications
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Goal: Exchange of experiencesGoal: Exchange of experiences

Yashushi Maruyama: 

• “We have doubled the value of knowledge by sharing”
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Thank you for your attention!

Operating agent IEA Wind Task 28:

ENCO AG, Liestal, Switzerland

Robert Horbaty, robert.horbaty@enco-ag.ch


